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Retreat for young adults focused on creation care

Any student attending a United Methodist seminary and 
seeking ordination as an Elder or Deacon within the Arkansas 
Conference of the United Methodist Church is eligible to apply 
for the MFA Seminary Scholarship, which provides $22,000 per 
year for a three-year period. The applicant must be a Certifi ed 
Candidate at the time of the application; be recognized by the 
seminary as a full-time student; and must agree to serve in the 
Arkansas Annual Conference after graduation. Apply by Friday, 
March 14 to be considered for Fall 2025. Find the application at 
methodistfoundationar.org/ministries/seminary-scholarships.

On September 20-21, 2024, young adults 
(ages 23-35) from across the Arkansas 
Conference gathered at Ferncliff  Camp in 
Little Rock for a 24-hour retreat to learn 
about creation care and 
faith. Pulaski Heights UMC 
and First UMC Russellville 
young adult ministries 
sponsored this event with 
the fi nancial support of 
a grant from MFA. Young 
adults from 10 diff erent 
churches and all four 
districts of the Conference 
attended, with one-third 
clergy and two-thirds 
laity. There was no cost to 
attendees.

Elizabeth McCormick and 
Rev. Eva Englert-Jessen 
provided the educational 
focus on creation care. 
McCormick shared about 
her experience as a General 

Board of Global Ministries Earthkeeper 
and a missionary in Mozambique, 
off ering opportunities for discussion 
and for hands-on experiences in nature. 
Participants spent time thinking about 
how they might encourage their church 
or a group within their church to begin 
taking action toward climate justice. 
After a spiritual gifts survey, the young 
adults identifi ed how their spiritual gifts 
might help them to put climate justice 
initiatives into action in their particular 
faith communities.

Finally, attendees were invited to connect 
through an Arkansas Conference young 
adult book club hosted monthly on Zoom 
to discuss Saving Us: A Climate Scientist’s 
Case for Hope and Healing in a Divided 
World by Katharine Hayhoe.

Young adults from across the Arkansas Conference 
gathered in September at a retreat supported by the 
Methodist Foundation for Arkansas.



Mfa MoMEnts

One of the plaques placed along the walking 
path at the new MVSL Park.

Spencer Hall and Rev. Judy Hall 
at the NWA Bishops’ Club Dinner

Judy Mattox, Donna Huie, and 
Brenda Gullet

Lorraine Mosby, Rev. Michael Mattox, and Gloria 
McAdoo enjoy catching up at the Northwest 
Arkansas Bishops’ Club dinner.

Revs. Mackey Yokem and Wayne Clark visit 
with Mardell McClurkin at the October 3, 2024, 
dedication of the Methodist Village Senior Living 
Park. McClurkin passed away January 13, 2025.

In January, fi ve Arkansans attended the fi rst meeting of a new 
Testimony HQ Congregational Initiative cohort at SMU’s Perkins School 
of Theology. The program, supported by a grant made through Lilly 
Endowment’s nationwide Thriving Congregations Initiative, aims to 
increase the practice of testimony as community engagement both 
inside and outside the church. Pictured, from left: Sherri and Richard 
Crossett of First UMC Searcy; the Rev. Mackey Yokem of MFA; and 
Carolyn and Bart Gray of First UMC Jacksonville. MFA joins the Lilly 
Foundation in providing support for the participants selected from 
Arkansas.

did you KnoW?
Foundation grants that support the scholarships, 

retreats, and other programs in this issue of 

Legacies are funded in part by gifts made 

through the Bishops’ Club. 

Interested in becoming a member? Visit 

methodistfoundationAR.org/bishops-club.
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See Page 5 of this issue of Legacies for 
the event schedule, course titles, and leaders.

Arkansas UMC laity: Use code FREEAMF to 
claim a 100% scholarship from the Foundation!

presented March 21-22, 2025, at St. James UMC Little Rock by

Additional details inside for...

Children & Youth:
•	 50% tuition coverage for Camp 

Tanako in Summer 2025
•	 50% scholarships for Ozark 

Mission Project available through 
signing up with a local church team

Candidates for Ordained Ministry:
Applications for the MFA Seminary 
Scholarship open through March 14 

Clergywomen:
Grants and stipends for Lead(HER)

Churches/Institutions:
Grants for EV Charging Stations 
available to 14 MFA account holders

scholarships & grants for you... and you... and you!


